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SUMMARY 

⚫ The majority of US presidents have been Christians, and winning the support of evangelical 

Christians—who account for roughly one-quarter of the adult population—is considered vital in 

presidential elections. Their backing has often proven decisive in determining election 

outcomes. 

⚫ Evangelicals have aligned themselves with the Republican Party, as opposed to the Democratic 

Party, which advances liberal policies, thereby exerting significant influence on the 

implementation of conservative agendas. This dynamic is nothing new; it is a recurring pattern 

in US politics. It could also be interpreted that the Biden administration’s overly liberal policies 

paved the way for a second Trump administration. 

⚫ The emergence of next-generation presidential candidates supported by evangelicals heightens 

the possibility of the Trump agenda being carried forward. Companies need to view changes in 

the religious power structure as part of the medium- to long-term business environment and 

develop a multifaceted understanding of US society. 

 

In his January 2025 inaugural address, President Trump declared, “An assassin’s bullet ripped through my ear. 

But I felt then and believe even more so now that my life was saved for a reason. I was saved by God to make 
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America great again.” At the National Prayer Breakfast (NPB)1 in February, he declared, “We have to bring 

religion back. Let us bring God back into our lives.” He emphasized the importance of faith, and in the same 

month, he established the White House Faith Office2 under the jurisdiction of the Executive Office of the 

President. In the US, religion wields significant influence over politics,3 and the vast majority of US presidents 

have been Christians.4 In presidential elections, gaining the support of evangelical Christians—who comprise 

roughly one-quarter of the adult population—is considered vital, as their backing often proves decisive in 

determining the outcome. Religious groups such as evangelicals, now a core pillar of the Republican Party’s 

support base, are exerting growing influence on President Trump’s reelection and policy agenda. 

This report explores this background and examines US policy trends that could impact Japanese companies. 

1. FAITH AS THE FOUNDATION OF 

AMERICAN POLITICS 

1-1．  WHO ARE THE EVANGELICALS?   

The term “evangelicals” refers collectively to movements 

and groups dedicated to spreading the “gospel” (the good 

news) of salvation 5  through Jesus Christ. They place 

particular emphasis on the supreme authority of the Bible 

and on Christ’s redemptive death. 6  The essential 

characteristics of evangelicalism can be summarized in 

four key points: (1) Biblicism—viewing the Bible as the 

ultimate authority in matters of faith and daily life; (2) 

 
1 The National Prayer Breakfast, which began in the 1930s and has been attended by every US president since President Eisenhower’s 

participation in 1953. 
2 On February 7, 2025, President Trump signed an executive order establishing the White House Faith Office to strengthen 

coordination between religion and politics. He appointed Paula White, an evangelical pastor, as the Senior Advisor. 
3 According to the Pew Research Center, 60% of Americans believe that “the Founding Fathers intended the United States to be a 

Christian nation,” and 45% believe that “the United States should still be a Christian nation today.” From Halftime by Bob Buford 

(published by Toyo Keizai Shinposha). 
4 The Apostles’ Creed provides a succinct declaration of the core beliefs that define the Christian faith—principles that all Christians 

are called to affirm. It encapsulates the core tenets of the Christian faith, affirming belief in God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, 

while also addressing the Church, the Last Judgment, and the Resurrection. Apostles’ Creed: “I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from the 

dead; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and life everlasting.” From Christian Theology: An Introduction by Alister E. McGrath. 
5 The gospel is “the message of salvation through the crucifixion and resurrection,” meaning that those who believe in Christ receive 

forgiveness of sins and the gift of new life. At its core are the three elements presented by the Apostle Paul. “For I handed on to you as 

of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures and that he was buried 

and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures.” 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 (New Revised Standard Version 2017, 

Japan Bible Publication Society) The three elements that constitute the core of the gospel are (1) Christ died for our sins (His death on 

the cross), (2) Christ was buried (the confirmation of His death), and (3) Christ rose again on the third day (the triumph of the 

resurrection). 
6 It is not a specific denomination or church organization, but rather a collective category of Protestant Christians who share a faith 

orientation that upholds the Bible as the ultimate authority. Although “Evangelical” is not the official name of an organization, 

numerous influential evangelical groups—such as the Family Research Council, Focus on the Family, and Alliance Defending 

Freedom—operate in practice as a kind of collective religious lobbying coalition. The key agenda items of these groups include 

opposition to abortion, opposition to same-sex marriage, the restoration of prayer in public schools, and support for Israel (in 

connection with biblical eschatology). They thus clearly pursue political objectives and policies rooted in religious motivations. In the 

sense of representing “a collective of individuals,” the evangelical faith places emphasis on personal salvation and the application of 

biblical values within society. However, these beliefs also serve as a powerful motivating force that drives political engagement. 
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Crucicentrism—affirming the unique redemptive power of Christ’s death on the cross; (3) Conversionism—

emphasizing personal conversion, or the “born-again” experience of accepting Jesus as one’s Savior; and (4) 

Activism—a sense of mission to share the message of salvation with others.7 It reflects a return to a more 

biblically grounded approach to faith and practice, characterized by believers who regard the Bible as the literal 

word of God (Figure 28). 

According to the Pew Research Center, roughly one in four American adults identifies as evangelicals, making 

them the largest subgroup within Protestantism. Despite their size, evangelicals are far from monolithic. They 

include individuals with more liberal leanings, as well as non-white believers of African and Latin American 

descent, reflecting considerable internal diversity (Figure 3). 

1-2．  THE CHANGING RELIGIOUS LANDSCAPE IN THE US 

In recent years, the US religious landscape (Figure 3) has been undergoing significant changes, marked by a 

relative decline in the Christian population. Christians, who made up about 78% of US adults in 2007, declined 

to 71% in 2014 and further to 62% by 2023-24. There have also been internal shifts within Christianity itself, 

with Protestants, who had long constituted the majority, falling from 51% in 2007 to 47% in 2014 and to 40% 

by 2023-24. Mainstream (liberal) Protestantism 9  declined from 18% in 2007 to around 11% in 2023-24, 

whereas conservative evangelicals experienced only a slight drop—from 25% to 23% over the same period—

thereby becoming the majority within Protestantism. The Catholic population likewise declined from about 24% 

in 2007 to 19% in 2023-24, though immigration from Latin America has helped sustain its numbers to some 

extent. Other religions, such as Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism, have also been gradually expanding alongside 

increased immigration. At the same time, the non-religious population has shown a striking uptick—growing 

from 16% in 2007 to 23% in 2014, and reaching 29% by 2023-24. This trend is especially pronounced among 

the younger generations, with more than 40% of those aged 18 to 29 identifying as non-religious. These trends 

have deepened the cultural divide, with conservatives and evangelicals on one side and secular liberals on the 

 
7 From Christian Theology: An Introduction by Alister E. McGrath (published by KYOBUNKWAN) 
8 The Creation Museum and Ark Encounter, both located in Kentucky, are operated by the Christian organization Answers in Genesis 

(AiG) and opened in 2007 and 2016, respectively. US House Speaker Mike Johnson (Republican), who previously founded the legal 

organization Freedom Guard, provided legal assistance when AiG lost its tax-exempt status in Kentucky. He has praised both of AiG’s 

facilities, saying, “They are doing maybe the best work right now in our generation of pointing people to the truth.” 
9 They lean strongly liberal and place emphasis on social justice (such as the Social Gospel movement). Unlike those who regard the 

Bible as the absolute and inerrant word of God, they employ historical-critical methods of biblical interpretation, treating the Bible as a 

“historically developed document.” 
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other, while also amplifying generational value clashes. The alignment of evangelicals10 with the Republican 

Party and liberals and the non-religious with the Democratic Party has further intensified political polarization in 

the US. 

2. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND POLICIES SUPPORTED BY EVANGELICALS  

2-1. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

US patriotism has long been colored by religious fervor tracing back to the Puritans,11 and the belief that 

Americans are a people entrusted with a special mission by divine providence has resurfaced time and again 

throughout the nation’s history.12 While the US claims a separation of church and state, religion has historically 

played a significant role in shaping voters’ political behavior. In particular, in the 1970s, evangelicals emerged 

as one of the Republican Party’s most influential bases of support. In the 1976 presidential election, Democratic 

candidate Jimmy Carter—a devout evangelical Christian who openly described himself as “born again”—

captured a large share of the evangelical vote, with the majority of white evangelicals supporting him. However, 

during his presidency, Carter’s policies on issues such as abortion did not meet the expectations of other 

 
10 Many white evangelicals closely align with conservative policies and show strong support for the Republican Party. In contrast, 

most Black evangelicals support the Democratic Party. Even though they may take conservative stances on issues such as abortion or 

same-sex marriage, they tend to lean liberal on matters related to economics and race. Therefore, it is inaccurate to simply equate 

evangelicals with “white conservatives.” White evangelicals are treated as a distinct group because they wield unique influence both as 

a religious community and as a cultural and political force. Moreover, the broader category of political conservatism includes secular 

conservatives, such as free-market fundamentalists, who are not necessarily evangelical believers. White evangelicals are estimated to 

number about 34.7 million, accounting for roughly 13% of the adult population. 
11 The Puritans emerged as a major theological and political force in England from the late 16th to the early 17th century. They were 

distinguished by their strong biblical faith, which placed supreme importance on the teachings of Scripture. Under the oppressive 

religious policies of King Charles I, many Puritans were forced to leave England. In pursuit of religious freedom and self-governance, 

they emigrated to North America in 1620, settling in Plymouth and the Massachusetts Bay area. From Christian Theology: An 

Introduction by Alister E. McGrath (published by KYOBUNKWAN), and The History of Christianity in the U.S. by Anri Morimoto 

(published by Shinkyo Publishing) 
12 In the 17th century, the Puritans became a leading force in shaping Christianity in North America. They saw themselves as a chosen 

people, and embraced a theological sense of mission to build a “city upon a hill” (Matthew 5:14-16)—a kingdom of God that would 

stand as a model for other nations. The Puritans embraced as one of their central doctrines the belief that God, in his eternal plan, has 

predetermined those who will be saved (selected), a core tenet in Calvinism known as predestination. From Christian Theology: An 

Introduction by Alister E. McGrath (published by KYOBUNKWAN), and The History of Christianity in the U.S. by Anri Morimoto 

(published by Shinkyo Publishing) 
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evangelicals. Moreover, his inclination toward liberal positions prompted many within the evangelical community 

to distance themselves from him. In response to these developments, televangelist Jerry Falwell and others 

launched the Moral Majority movement13 to politically unify evangelicals. In the 1980 presidential election, the 

movement threw its strong support behind Republican candidate Ronald Reagan, who secured a landslide 

victory through his evangelical backing. This marked the clear emergence of evangelicals as a significant 

political force (Figure 4). 

Since the Reagan era, no Republican administration has been viable without evangelical support, and white 

evangelicals have long served as the Republican Party’s core constituency. The dynamic of conservatives and 

evangelicals rallying behind the Republican Party to counter the Democrats’ liberal agenda and to advance 

conservative policies is nothing new—it has been a recurring pattern in US politics. In the 2016 presidential 

election in particular, 81% of white evangelicals voted for Donald Trump, becoming a decisive factor in his 

victory. This was backed by a transactional understanding between the Trump campaign and evangelical 

leaders––evangelicals would deliver votes, and Trump would advance the policies they desired. Consequently, 

key evangelical priorities, such as opposition to abortion and the protection of religious freedom, were 

incorporated into the administration’s policy agenda. As a result, evangelical voters, who had traditionally valued 

faith and personal character, shifted toward prioritizing “policy over personality,” deepening their support for 

Trump. 

2-1. THE BIDEN ADMINISTRATION’S OVERLY LIBERAL POLICIES AND THE SECOND 

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION 

The second Trump administration was partly propelled by evangelical support calling for a rollback of what they 

viewed as the Biden administration’s overly liberal policies, such as those related to Diversity, Equity, and 

Inclusion (DEI), immigration, and climate change measures (Figures 514 and 6). 

 
13 Founded in 1979 by Jerry Falwell and others, this conservative Christian political movement aimed to resist what they saw as the 

moral decline of American society. The movement mobilized large-scale support for the Republican Party during the 1980s, leaving a 

lasting impact on American society, opposing abortion and same-sex marriage, promoting the restoration of prayer in schools, and 

defending traditional family values. Although it disbanded in the late 1980s, it symbolized the political rise of the religious right and 

laid the foundation for the enduring influence of religion in contemporary US politics. 
14 An exhibit panel inside the Ark Encounter in Kentucky is titled “Is Climate Change Natural?” and raises the question of whether 

global warming is driven by human activity or is a naturally occurring phenomenon. The exhibit emphasizes that multiple factors—

such as solar and volcanic activity—contribute to climate change, suggesting that human greenhouse gas emissions are not the sole 

cause. It references past natural climate fluctuations, including the Medieval Warm Period (approx. 900-1300) and the Little Ice Age 

(approx. 1500-1850), to present the view that modern global warming may likewise be part of natural climate variability. A biblical 

worldview emphasizing that “nature is governed by God’s providence rather than by human power” is deeply rooted within certain 

evangelical circles, leading many to be skeptical of explanations that attribute such phenomena primarily to human activity. 
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In his inaugural address, President Trump declared, “With these actions, we will begin the complete restoration 

of America and the revolution of common sense. It’s all about common sense.” He then signed an executive 

order on eliminating anti-Christian bias, aimed at ending what he described as discrimination against Christianity 

under the Biden administration. He established a task force to eliminate anti-Christian bias within the federal 

government under the direction of Attorney General Pam Bondi. He also signed an executive order creating the 

White House Faith Office.15 These measures reflect religious values supported by evangelical and Hispanic 

Catholic voters. They signal a clear shift by the administration toward reasserting the role of religion in public 

life. 

Moves to strengthen support for Israel in the Middle East stand as a symbolic example of this trend. One key 

factor underpinning Republican and evangelical backing for Israel is the biblically-grounded concept of Christian 

Zionism16. 

 

  

 
15It was created to inherit the functions of the former White House Office of Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships, with the aim 

of re-centering religion and enhancing public support and policy assistance for religious organizations. 
16 Christians and Christian organizations support the return of the Jewish people to Israel and the existence of the Jewish state as the 

fulfillment of biblical prophecy. Many evangelicals adhere to premillennialism, viewing Israel’s restoration and prosperity as a part of 

God’s divine plan for the end times. The recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and the relocation of the US embassy during the 

first Trump administration (2017-2021) were met with fervent support, as they aligned with these theological expectations. 

Millenarianism refers to the literal thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ as King over the whole earth at the end of human history, as 

described in Revelation 19-22 in the New Testament. Premillennialism teaches that Jesus Christ will return prior to Millenarianism, 

and will establish a thousand-year earthly reign together with resurrected Christians and the believers who are alive at that time. 

During this period, Satan will be bound but will eventually be released, bringing about the final battle. Afterward, Jesus will judge the 

dead, and a new heaven and a new earth will begin. Evangelicals interpret Scripture to mean that Jerusalem must be physically under 

Israeli control at the time of Christ’s return, and it is on this basis that they offer such strong support for Israel. From Christian 

Theology: An Introduction by Alister E. McGrath (KYOBUNKWAN), Trump's Global Strategy by Masaru Sato (Takarajimasha, 

August 2025), and The Biblical Politics Supporting Trump by Yoshiyuki Kato (Voice, September 2025) 
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They actively advocate for pro-Israel policies, believing that supporting Israel17—viewed as “the land granted 

by God”—will bring divine blessing in return.18 Against this backdrop, evangelical pastor Mike Huckabee has 

been appointed US Ambassador to Israel, while Johnnie Moore has been assigned to the Gaza Humanitarian 

Foundation (Figure 7).  

3. FUTURE PROSPECTS 

Following the inauguration of the second Trump administration, it became evident that many of its implemented 

policies closely aligned with Project 2025 (P2025)—a 30-point blueprint formulated in 2023 under the leadership 

of the conservative think tank The Heritage Foundation (Figure 8). It presents a bold vision declaring that 

“freedom is defined not by man, but by God,” and outlines plans to build a nation aligned with God’s law through 

a sweeping reorganization of the administrative structure. Notably, numerous major evangelical organizations 

beyond just The Heritage Foundation are actively participating in the project. 

 
17 Genesis 12:3 states, “I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and in you all the families of the 

earth shall be blessed.” The “you” in this context refers to Abraham, who is understood to be the patriarch of the Jewish people. 

Accordingly, many evangelicals believe that blessing the Jewish people (Israel) is the divinely ordained path to receiving blessings and 

prosperity in return. 
18 For example, one of the largest Christian Zionist organizations in the US is Christians United for Israel (CUFI), founded in 2006 by 

Pastor John Hagee, the founder of Cornerstone Church in San Antonio, Texas. Politically, it is one of the most influential lobbying 

groups representing Republicans and evangelicals, and it played a role in influencing the relocation of the US Embassy to Jerusalem 

during the first Trump administration.  
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According to a Pew Research Center survey, about 72% of white evangelicals approve of President Trump’s 

job performance (Figure 9), with 75% supporting P2025’s proposal to abolish DEI and 67% agreeing with raising 

tariffs. These two correlations indicate an overlap between those engaged in P2025 and its underlying base of 

supporters. A team was assembled to put this blueprint into action, with Russell Vought, the principal author of 

P2025, as Director of the Office of Management and Budget, John Ratcliffe as CIA Director, and Peter Navarro 

reinstated as Director of the Office of Trade and Manufacturing Policy. An examination of policy support trends 

shows that while Black Protestants (Black churches) and the non-religious largely oppose P2025’s core policies, 

white evangelicals strongly back downsizing government and fiscal spending, abolishing DEI, and integrating 

religious values into government administration, as these align with their traditional values and preference for 

limited government. 

Evangelicals are likely to 

remain a central pillar of the 

Republican Party even after 

the second Trump 

administration. Even if the 

Trump era comes to an end, 

it is widely expected that a 

new generation of leaders 19 

will emerge and follow a 

similar course. On the other 

hand, the US electorate is 

becoming increasingly 

religiously diverse—with a 

growing share of non-religious and adherents of other faiths—and the relative influence of evangelicals is 

reportedly on the decline. Among younger white evangelicals, there are also emerging trends that diverge from 

traditional positions, including shifts in attitudes toward Israel and political party affiliation. 

Japanese companies need to view these changes in the religious power structure as part of the medium- to 

long-term business environment. In addition to understanding short-term policies such as tax cuts and 

deregulation, gaining insight into the essence of both the US and the Trump administration will require an 

understanding of the country’s religious underpinnings. A multifaceted understanding of American society will 

likely be essential in ensuring smooth business operations. 

 

  

 
19 Charlie Kirk, who had been regarded as a promising next-generation conservative leader, was shot and killed on September 10, 

2025. He toured university campuses across the US, delivering speeches and engaging in debates. He inspired young audiences by 

promoting conservative values rooted in biblical principles, and played a key role in paving the way for the second Trump 

administration. 
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iRepublican lawmakers’ prayer for President Trump at the NPB in February 2025 

 

Dear Father in Heaven, we thank you for the blessing of bringing our brothers and sisters from around the globe together today in 

unity, in prayer. We gather here to pray for our nation and we lift up President Trump Before you. 

Lord, we ask that your Holy Spirit surround President Trump in a powerful way. May he feel the power of your Holy Spirit and your 

guiding hand in every decision he makes. Grant him discernment to recognize your will in the midst of challenges and surround him 

with trustful counsel. 

Lord, we ask that you grant President Trump the wisdom of King Solomon, the endurance of Jobe and the heart of King David. We 

pray that President Trump give an attentive ear to hear your voice clearly on matters of state, on family and on freedom. 

That very ear that was nicked by the assassin’s bullet and showed us how you have a plan for President Trump here on Earth. And that 

you spared his life that day in Pennsylvania for a reason, that he would once again be elected by the voters and once again serve as 

president of these United States. 

May he operate in your strength and draw upon heaven’s power in every circumstance. Give him the courage to lead with 

righteousness and integrity that he might serve our nation with grace and insight. We pray for protection over President Trump and his 

family. May you protect their hearts and their minds. Shield them from harm and ease their burden while President Trump is in the 

Oval Office. 

May he never feel alone in the weight of the responsibilities he carries. We pray that you would continually strengthen him, encourage 

him, and fill him with peace that surpasses all understanding, and in all things, may your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
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