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Morocco
Association Ibn Al Baytar/AIB

Sustainable conservation and development
of argan forests

Overseas projects

the globe

Efforts to tackle environmental issues across

Tackling environmental issues requires a global response.
The Mitsui & Co. Environmental Fund supports organizations and research institutes
around the world in maintaining and developing initiatives rooted in their local areas.
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Kampong Trach District, Kampot Province, Cambodia
Japan Environmental Education Forum (NGO)

Environmental education and raising awareness of
efforts to conserve the sarus crane and its habitat

Located to the southwest of Cambodia’s capital Phnom Penh, the wetlands of
Kampong Trach District, Kampot Province are the habitat of the endangered

sarus crane. The Japan Environmental Education Forum and Mlup Baitong run an
environmental education program that creates and distributes educational materials
to all elementary schools in the area in order to raise awareness amongst local
people of sarus crane conservation efforts. The organization is also driving efforts to

Argan is a tree native to southwest Morocco and the oil produced '

from its seeds has long been used for food and skincare.
However, the value of the tree is not well recognized in the region

and it is now in danger of extinction.

AIB works to conserve argan forests through reforestation efforts
using planting and pruning methods, as well as organizing

practical workshops for local people on tree planting, seed
harvesting for sustainable argan oil production, and raising

awareness of the value of this resource.

AIB also contributes to improving living standards in the
community by providing a range of educational programs, such

as literacy education for women working in argan oil production.
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Danum Valley Conservation Area, Malaysia
Dr. Tomoko Kanamori, Research Fellow, Language & Intelligence
Section, Primate Research Institute, Kyoto University

Research on the characteristics of Spatholobus vines and
their impact on orangutans

Dr. Kanamori is conducting research aiming to conserve orangutan populations and the forests
they inhabit by examining the properties and importance of Spatholobus, a legume eaten by
orangutans when fruit is scarce. Specifically, this involves analyzing the plant and its nutritional
qualities, and surveying its distribution and dynamics. These outcomes will be reflected in a
proposed amendment to logging laws to be presented to academic societies and journals in both
in Japan and overseas, and developed into a recommendation for the government.

conserve the biodiversity of the wetlands toward its registration as a Ramsar site.
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Tomé-Acu, Para, Brazil
Wildlife Research Society (NPO)

Riparian forest restoration and
reforestation activities through
agroforestry and development of industry-
academia-government networks

Deforestation is an ongoing problem in Tomé-Acu, Para, located in the
eastern part of Brazil’'s Amazon region. The biggest contributing factor
is the development of large-scale cattle farms, and the situation is
being exacerbated by smallholders selling their land to developers
and migrating to cities. The Wildlife Research Society is helping the
forest to recover by working with the Cooperativa Agricola Mista de
Tomé-Acu, an agricultural union centered around locals of Japanese
descent, in teaching smallholders in the Mariquita River basin to
plant a wide variety of tree species and crops using agroforestry*
techniques, improving quality of life, and encouraging them not to
abandon farming.

*Agroforestry: a farming approach where crops are planted between
trees
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